Protein A-sepharose used to measure free insulin in plasma.
Diabetic patients receiving insulin therapy generally develop anti-insulin antibodies that must be eliminated, usually by extraction with polyethylene glycol (PEG), before determining the concentration of free (active) insulin in plasma. We describe a new method for removing such antibodies, with the use of Protein A coupled to Sepharose microspheres. The results correlate well with those by the PEG method, although values are systematically higher or lower for given samples, according to the initial titer of the antibody measured in terms of binding capacity. Further studies are required to clarify this observation.